May 24, 2006

The growing numbers of minorities
in the military and their families is es-
pecially important to note. One in 10
soldiers in the U.S. Army and one in
seven marines are of Latino extraction,
7 percent of the U.S. Navy is Asian Pa-
cific Islander, and 3 percent of the
Navy and Marine Corps is Native
American. But only 43 percent of the
VA’s staff is trained to implement cul-
turally and linguistically appropriate
programs, and only 24 percent of the fa-
cilities have translated materials into
languages that are used by our service-
men and their families.

I urge my colleagues to support a bill
I introduced, H.R. 5007, to ensure that
veterans and their families receive cul-
turally and linguistically competent
health care, especially those suffering
from post-traumatic stress disorder.

As we remember Memorial Day, we
should not hinder but support our mili-
tary veterans and their families. And I
send my special condolences to the
families of the 11 soldiers who died in
Iraq from my district.

——————

ON MEMORIAL DAY AND IN HONOR
OF CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER
KYLE JACKSON

(Ms. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of the life of Chief War-
rant Officer Kyle Jackson, a Sarasota
native and an American hero.

By the measure of time, Kyle’s life
was too short. Yet in the words of
Rudyard Kipling, he filled ‘‘the unfor-
giving minute with 60 seconds’ worth of
distance run.”

A 28-year-old father of two, Kyle
treasured the fullness of each and
every day and treasured the fragility of
every moment. His father, Gary, said
that ‘“‘he wanted to do his job and
wanted to do it well.” As a father and
a son, as a soldier and a marine, Kyle
gave the full measure of his heart and
soul to the performance of all of his du-
ties.

After September 11, 2001, Kyle heard
the call to serve his Nation and reen-
listed in the Armed Forces. Earlier this
year, while stationed in Iraq, he an-
swered God’s call and gave to a grate-
ful Nation his most treasured gift, his
life.

Kyle is not unlike the many brave
men and women who have died in our
Nation’s defense, except to his wife,
Betsy, his daughters Alia and Keira,
and all who were blessed to have shared
a moment with him.

I wish to recognize Kyle Jackson for
his extraordinary service to his Nation
and to his family.

——
NUCLEAR IRAN

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, the dan-
ger of a nuclear Iran may be the big-
gest security challenge facing America
and the world, and now it appears that
the Iranian regime might finally be
willing to talk about ending their nu-
clear weapons programs.

This opportunity raises many ques-
tions. Can we depend on Iran to nego-
tiate in good faith? Is Iran truly ready
to renounce terrorism? And what will
be the cost to the people of Iran if we
engage a regime that oppresses its own
people?

We must confront all these questions
and scour our conscience for the an-
swers. But these questions are dwarfed
by a more immediate one: Do we have
the courage, the foresight and the
strength of will to seize this oppor-
tunity? Will we be brave enough to
talk with Iran and risk a diplomatic
failure? Or will we be so afraid to talk
that we would risk war?

I ask the President to confront his
fears, justified as they may be, and
choose the courageous path of reaching
out to engage Iran on a diplomatic for-
mula to end the Iranian nuclear pro-
gram.

———

IMMIGRANT SMUGGLERS AVOID
PROSECUTION

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, 94 per-
cent of the felons arrested for illegally
smuggling aliens across the Mexico
border near San Diego are never pros-
ecuted by the U.S. Attorney. This is
according to a shocking internal Bor-
der Patrol report just revealed by the
Associated Press.

Are you surprised? I told the Attor-
ney General about this problem on
April 6, and I spoke on the House floor
about it on April 27. On my recent trip
to the Mexico border, Border Patrol
agents in California told me that they
have arrested the same coyotes 20
times but they are not prosecuted.

The pathetic failure of the U.S. At-
torney in San Diego to prosecute alien
smugglers who have been arrested 20
times is a demoralizing slap in the face
to Border Patrol agents to who risk
their lives every day. This U.S. Attor-
ney has, however, recently prosecuted
someone for selling a Mark McGuire
baseball card with a forged signature.

Here is a tip: Stop worrying about
baseball cards and start worrying
about enforcing our immigration laws.

———
HOUSE GOP CANNOT GOVERN

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, during a
48-hour period last week, the House Re-
publican majority once again dem-
onstrated why they cannot govern.
After weeks of arm twisting and two
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failed attempts to bring up a budget,
the Republican Ileadership finally
forced a vote late last Wednesday.
Democrats stood united against the
budget. Republicans were forcing major
cuts in education, veterans, health and
environmental programs. Also, they
would continue to shower millionaires
with tax breaks.

Nevertheless, the Republican budget
passed. Two days later, they saw the
implications of that vote when a small
group of House Republicans stripped
$60 million out of the military con-
struction and veterans appropriations
bill because the funding did not fit into
the budget that they passed 2 days be-
fore.

House Republicans have nobody to
blame but themselves. They are the
ones who continue to put the needs of
the wealthiest few above the needs of
our veterans, our military personnel,
our children and our environment.

The sad fact is that what America
witnessed last Friday afternoon will be
repeated over and over again here on
the House floor until Republicans fi-
nally realize that their fiscal policies
are out of sync with this Nation.

———

TRIBUTE TO PAM KOCHER, 2006 JO-
SEPH MOAKLEY AWARD FOR EX-
EMPLARY PUBLIC SERVICE RE-
CIPIENT

(Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire.
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to pay tribute
to Pam Kocher of New Hampshire, the
recipient of the 2006 Congressman Jo-
seph Moakley Award for Exemplary
Public Service. Pam Kocher’s service
extends over three decades and in-
cludes serving in elected office at the
local level and working for elected offi-
cials at the Federal level.

Pam’s many years of service, coupled
with her strong working relationships,
came in very handy last summer when
the Maine and New Hampshire congres-
sional delegations were faced with the
daunting task of convincing the BRAC
Commission to keep the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard open. Pam’s leadership
in bringing together a community-
based coalition was one of the driving
factors in our success.

Pam credits her driving force as
wanting to make government work for
people. She stands for hard work, is a
problem solver and knows how to bring
people together to work towards a
common goal.

I congratulate and thank Pam on her
years of hard work and dedication to
New Hampshire, New England and our
great Nation.

SOME POLITICIANS JUST DON’T
GET IT
(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)
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